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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Quo et 
al., USPN 6,377,972 B1 (hereafter referred to as Quo). 

3. Regarding claim 2, Guo taught a method for reducing bandwidth utilization in a 
system for distributing digital continuous media information from one or more servers, 
where users of the system are connected to a shared continuous media buffer (column 
3, lines 29-54), comprising: 

a first user requesting a continuous media stream from a server (column 8, lines 
50-57); 

the server sending packets to the first user representing portions of the media 
stream (column 9. lines 9-11); 

the shared continuous media buffer capturing the packets sent by the server, and 
redistributing them to the first user (column 8, lines 60-62; column 9, lines 9-11); 

a second user requesting the continuous media stream from the server, wherein 
the request is made at a time when the continuous media buffer no longer retains first 
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packets from the stream, representing a missed portion of the stream (column 9, lines 
18-27); 

sending a burst of packets to the second user representing the first packets 
comprising the missed portion of the stream, wherein the second user catches up to the 
buffer (column 9, lines 28-30); and 

distributing the packets representing the stream from the shared buffer after the 
second user catches up to the shared buffer (column 9, lines 43-48), 
4. Regarding claim 3, Guo taught a method for reducing bandwidth utilization in a 
distributed communication system (abstract), comprising: 

transmitting a cached series of data packets representing a data stream to a first 
local client (column 9, lines 9-11); 

retaining a most recent plurality of said cached packets in a shared buffer 
(column 3, lines 55-60; column 8, lines 50-54); 

a second local client requesting the data stream, wherein initial packets from the 
data stream are not longer retained in the shared buffer (column 9, lines 12-27); 

providing a high speed burst of data packets to the second local client, wherein 
the burst of data packets includes those initial data packets no longer retained in the 
shared buffer (column 9, lines 22-30); 

transmitting remaining data packets from the stream from the shared buffer 
(column 43-48). 
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5. Regarding dependent claim 4, Guo taught the data stream has a defined 
beginning, and wherein the second local client requests the data stream from the 
defined beginning (column 9, lines 12-27). 

6. Regarding dependent claim 5, Guo taught the data stream has a defined 
beginning, and wherein the second local client requests that data stream from a point 
other than the defined beginning (column 9, lines 34-40). 

7. Regarding dependent claim 6. Guo taught the server periodically sending 
packets to the first user further comprises caching said packets before sending them to 
the first user (column 7, lines 43-55) and wherein the packets captured by the shared 
continuous media buffer are the cached packets (column 7, lines 43-55). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-6 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrice Winder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 am-7:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on 571-272-3933. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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